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Fiscal Realities: Budget Tradeoffs for
California Government
Sunday, October 14
 9:30 - 11:00 am

USF Professor Patrick Murphy, Director of the McCarthy Center 
and Professor of the Department of Politics will spend the 
morning with us and educate our congregants about Prop. 
30  and the budget situation in California. In recent years, 
Murphy’s research has focused on education policy. He has 
collaborated with the Center for Reinventing Public Education 
at the University of Washington on projects concerning K-12 
teacher recruitment and human resource management 
issues. More recently he has focused on higher education, 
completing Financing California’s Community Colleges, as well 
as co-authoring the report Fiscal Realities: Budget Tradeoffs for 
California Government.

Prop. 30 funds schools by increasing taxes on earnings over 
$250,000 for seven years and sales taxes by ¼ cent for four 
years.

This event is sponsored by Panim el Panim, Congregation 
Emanu-El’s Community Organizing Committee, which focuses 
on supporting public education in San Francisco.   

 No registration necessary.

The Charles Michael Lecture: Rabbi Joshua Plaut
Friday, October 12
During the Evening Shabbat 
Service at 5:30 pm and 
during Late Shabbat at 7:30 pm
Martin Meyer Sanctuary

We are proud to present the 
annual Charles Michael Lecture 
featuring Rabbi Joshua Plaut, 
who will give a talk entitled “A 
Kosher Christmas? How Can 
Jews Respond to the December 
Holiday Season” during the 
Evening Shabbat Service at 5:30 
pm, and at the Young Adult Late 
Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm.

Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut Ph.D. is the author of a new book A Kosher 
Christmas: Tis the Season to Be Jewish, published by Rutgers 
University. The product of 20 years of research, this  is the first 
book to be written on Jews and Christmas in America, comprising 
a serious, analytical yet fun survey of 150 years of Jewish 
responses to the December holiday season, with emphasis on 
the past thirty years.

Rabbi Plaut, ordained in 1986 by Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, has a Ph.D. in Hebrew and Judaic Studies 
from New York University. His first book Greek Jewry in the 
Twentieth Century, now in its fourth edition, was published in 
1996 by Fairleigh Dickension University Press.

Based in New York City, Rabbi Joshua Plaut is the full time 
executive director of the American Friends of Rabin Medical 
Center, a national nonprofit charity helping to raise funds and 
awareness for one of Israel’s premier hospitals, the Rabin Medical 
Center of Petach Tikvah. Rabbi Plaut also serves as the spiritual 
leader of the Metropolitan Synagogue in Manhattan in a part 
time capacity. Prior to this, Rabbi Plaut served congregations 
in Martha’s Vineyard and Glastonbury, Connecticut and as the 
Jewish Chaplain at MIT.

For over thirty years Joshua Plaut has also been  an acclaimed 
photographer of Jewish life in the diaspora. His ten photography 
exhibitions have been displayed at major museums and galleries 
across the United States, Europe and Israel. His photographs are 
in the collections of museums, archives and private individuals.
Rabbi Plaut resides in New York City with his wife and twelve year 
old son.

 Prop 30 Summary

The state’s official voter guide includes two summaries for 
each statewide ballot measure. One summary, in bullet-
point format, appears in the long-form description of each 
measure. A shorter form of the summary appears on the 
ballot label in the front of the voter guide, where there is a 
short description of each measure.

The long-form summary for Proposition 30 says:
• Increases personal income tax on annual earnings over      
$250,000 for seven years.
•  Increases sales and use tax by ¼ cent for four years.
•  Allocates temporary tax revenues 89% to K–12 schools and 
11% to community colleges.
•  Bars use of funds for administrative costs, but provides 
local school governing boards discretion to decide, in open 
meetings and subject to annual audit, how funds are to be 
spent.
•  Guarantees funding for public safety services realigned 
from state to local governments.
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Appreciation for our Amazing Volunteer High Holy 
Day Hosts

Each year we ask congregants to act at hosts for one or more of the 
High Holy Day services.  This year 84 members volunteered, arriving 
early to be welcoming and helpful. That speaks so much to the spirit of 
pitching in that characterizes our congregants!
So, thank you all very much for your contribution. What you do makes 
so much difference to clergy, staff, and fellow congregants.

Shelley Abramson
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Elizabeth S. and Alvin I. Fine Museum 
Exhibit Extended
Due to the expressed popularity of  our current  exhibition, Pictures of 
Resistance: The Wartime Photography of Jewish Partisan Faye Schulman, the 
Fine Museum is pleased to announce that it is extending its presentation 
of this fascinating show through October 28. 

Museum NewsAbout the Temple

Rabbi Fenves Joins Kaiser Permanente 
Ethics Committee 

Rabbi Carla Fenves will join the Kaiser 
Permanente Ethics Committee which supports 
and educates its members and medical staff 
about the ethical aspects of medical care. 

The committee provides a setting for the 
consideration of medical ethical issues and a 
forum for the identification and discussion of 

ethical and social questions arising from the delivery of health care.  
Rabbi Fenves joins physicians, nurses, chaplains, social workers, other 
staff members, and non-staff members from the community.

Congregation Emanu-El Master Plan

The Congregation Emanu-El Building Committee was given the charge 
of hiring an architectural firm to conduct a Master Plan for Temple 
Emanu-El.

This Master Plan will guide the preservation and enhancement of our 
historic facility.  The plan includes the assessment of the existing physical 
plant; determination of current and future spatial and functional needs; 
exploration of opportunities for greater sustainability and energy 
efficiency; and the evaluation of potential building enhancement 
opportunities.  The plan will propose creative and sensitive architectural 
solutions to facilitate better alignment between programmatic needs 
and the facilities which support them.

The architectural firm of Gould Evans has been engaged to conduct the 
Master Plan.  Gould Evans is a multi-disciplinary firm with deep roots in 
the San Francisco community and over 30 years of experience assisting 
religious organizations.  The firm’s work with religious and other cultural 
organizations is deeply collaborative--engaging with all stakeholders 
to understand the unique history, needs and aspirations of each group 
with whom they work. Bob Baum, Principal-in-Charge, and Lauren 
Maass, Project Manager, are leading the project.

At the conclusion of the Master Plan work, which will take 
approximately 4 to 5 months, the results will be summarized and 
shared in a follow up article.  

The Temple Emanu-El Bonnie Gallaty/
Robbin Watrous Staff Memorial Art Show
November 9, 2012 to March 13, 2013

Join us for the biennial exhibition of works by our Temple Emanu- El 
staff and family.
This year, the show will feature works by Jason Rose, Kevin Brown, 
Steve McGurin, Jeffrey Brodkin, Mike Amerikaner, Wendy Brown, 
Judi Leff, Caroline Thomson, Sarah Torchin, Mandy Losk, Sandy 
Cohen-Wynn, and Rabbi Lawrence Kushner.

Bonnie Gallaty and Robbin Watrous were artists and beloved
members of our staff.
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San Francisco Zen Center Exhibit (and Historic 
Emanu-El Connection)

You may know that the 
San Francisco Zen Center is 
now housed in a beautiful 
building designed by 
Julia Morgan.  But did you 
know that building was 
originally constructed by 
the  Emanu-El Sisterhood 
for Personal Service in 
1922 as a residence club 
for single Jewish women? 
This historic structure and its fascinating legacy are being 
commemorated by the Zen Center in a special photographic 
and history exhibition, 300 Page Street, A Place of Refuge. 
Congregants are invited to attend the opening reception at 
the Center, 300 Page Street, on Friday, October 5, 7:00 - 8:30 
pm. 

Winding through the building’s main hall, the exhibit illustrates 
the different segments of the Jewish community-Eastern 
European immigrants, orphans, war refugees, young working 
women, and service men and women-who found refuge in 
this building during its first 46 years. Photographs, a cookbook 
and other documents tell the story of the Emanu-El Sisterhood 
for Personal Service, the women who commissioned Julia 
Morgan’s design, and how their organization responded to a 
growing city and changing Jewish community. 

Details on the design and construction of 300 Page Street 
are featured,  along with insights into the daily lives of the 
residents and staff of the Sisterhood’s Residence Club.  Guided 
tours of the building will be available. 
The exhibit will run from October 5 through November 5, 
Monday - Friday between: 9:30 am - 12:30 pm and 1:30 pm - 
4:00 pm daily.

Rabbi Pearce Wins SPUR Award
We are pleased to announce that Rabbi 
Stephen Pearce is one of four recipients for 
the prestigious Silver SPUR (San Francisco 
Planning and Urban Research Association) 
Award. The award recognizes Rabbi Pearce as 
a promoter of interfaith community dialogue 
and engagement. The Silver SPUR Award is 
the most prominent award for lifetime civic 
achievement in San Francisco. The award 
will be given out at the annual Silver SPUR 
Luncheon on Wednesday, October 24, at the Moscone Center. For 
more information and to purchase tickets, go to www.spur.org.
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THE HIGH HOLY DAYS DON’T END WITH                   
YOM KIPPUR!

Sukkot
Sukkot – Sunday, September 30
9:00 am – Join the Youth Education program for morning Tefila 
celebrating Sukkot
5:00 – 7:00 pm – Mishpacha Family Sukkot celebration
(for families with children age 5 and under. Older siblings 
welcome)
Join Jonathan Bayer, Rabbi Jaffe, and Early Childhood Director Liz 
Jaroslow to celebrate Sukkot with singing, stories, and art!

Simchat Torah
Celebrating on Friday, October 5
5:30 pm – Worship Service. The Kaddish list will be read during a 
brief service in the Rinder Chapel
6:00 pm – Come celebrate Simchat Torah with us in a multi-
generational joyous service with song and dance and will Includes 
our annual blessing of all babies born during the past year.
7:00 pm – Simchat Shabbat dinner – register at www.emanuelsf.
org/register

This month, the Simchat Torah service replaces the  
Contemporary Kabalat  Shabbat Service. We anticipate a 
large crowd and reservations must be made in advance. 
Walk-ins will not be accommodated.

Yizkor
Saturday, October 6, 10:30 am
Martin Meyer Sanctuary
Shabbat Service will include Yizkor

Events and Programs AIPAC SAN FRANCISCO 
COMMUNITY EVENT 
Tuesday, October 23, 6:30 pm
Main Sanctuary

Join AIPAC and hundreds of members of the pro-Israel community 
for a discussion on the Middle East peace process. Be a part 
of AIPAC’s mission to strengthen the ties between the United 
States and its ally Israel at this exciting evening featuring keynote 
speakers:

Register by October 17 at www.aipac.org/pnw/COMSF12 for $36  
per person. Wine and light refreshments will be served.
For more information, please contact AIPAC at (415) 989-4140 or 
sf_office@aipac.org 

SAVE THE DATE

5th Annual Weekend of Twinning 
Friday, November 16
5:30 pm Services
Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Join us at services to hear Dr. Aaron Hahn Tapper, Director 
of the Swig Program in Jewish Studies and Social Justice 
and current Swig Chair in Judaic Studies of the University 
of San Francisco.  Dr. Tapper not only teaches on Judaism 
and interfaith relations but is also the founder of Abraham’s 
Vision, a Bay Area program which brings Muslim and Jewish 
teens together for a year of learning.  Dr. Tapper will be 
speaking alongside fellow participants from Abraham’s 
Vision.

This is part of the 5th Annual Weekend of Twinning, 
November 16 – 18. Last year successful and meaningful 
twinning events took place in over one hundred mosques 
and synagogues with a total participation of 250 Muslim 
and Jewish organizations in 26 countries on four continents.

Jewish-Christian-Muslim Interfaith 
Dialog Group 
7:15 – 9:15 pm
Pacifica Institute, 1310 Bayshore Highway, Suite 11, 
Burlingame

This interfaith dialogue is for interested lay members as well 
as clergy and scholars. We welcome all insights and personal 
perspectives, and you need no special religious knowledge to 
attend. 

Thursday, October 25
Fundamentalism and Extremism in each religion, and what if 
anything we can do about them.

Tuesday, November 13
How women’s roles are evolving in each religion.

Thursday, December 6
Christmas, Hanukkah (and Ramadan): What each means to you 
personally.
For any questions or rides from SF, please contact Philip at philip@
auerbach-intl.com in advance
 

Dr. Jonathan Schanzer
Vice President of Research,
Foundation for Defense 
of Democracies

✡
✝

Ghaith al-Omari                              
Executive Director,
American Task Force on Palestine

✡
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Fall Shabbaton for Women
The Power of Transformation:  
Shabbat and Women
Saturday afternoon and evening, October 27
12:30 – 8:00 pm
Private home in Marin (address will be sent to registrants)
Leaders: Rabbi Sydney Mintz, Rabbi Carla Fenves, and Cantorial 
Soloist Marsha Attie

Take advantage of the last days of beautiful weather in Marin for 
a marvelous Shabbat together. Take a sliver out of your busy life 
and relax, rejuvenate, and connect with other amazing Temple 
women. Contemplate how the special message of Shabbat can 
provide your life with more meaning.

A marvelous program is being planned. The day will begin with a 
delicious lunch prepared by Chef Rebecca Ets-Hokin and end with 
a group dinner. In between will be inspiration in all forms: song, 
thought provoking discussions, meditative walk, worship service 
in nature, a musical Havdalah. 

Shabbaton cost is $75 for members; $100 for non-members. This 
includes lunch, dinner, snacks, and all programming. Carpools will 
be arranged.

Register now at www.emanuelsf.org/register for Women’s 
Shabbaton 10-2012. 

is for lucky people who have a schedule flexible enough to be free once 
a month during the day.  This group enjoys interesting programs of 
enlightening speakers or varied destinations with new and old friends.

Docent Tour of the Bay Model
Wednesday, Oct. 17
11:30 am -  Group Lunch at Le Garage (optional)
1:00 pm  - Tour of Bay Model
No charge
2100 Bridgeway, Sausalito
View a working model 
of the bay-delta 
system, complete 
with water, tides and 
currents. The Model is 
over one and one-
half acres in size and 
represents an area 
from the Pacific Ocean 
to Sacramento and 
Stockton, including: 
the San Francisco, San 
Pablo and Suisun Bays 
and a portion of the Sacramento - San Joaquin Delta.

What is it used for?  Simulation. What effect did dredging new 
shipping channels have on the delta? How did runoff from mining 
during the Gold Rush change the rivers? What would happen if 
the levees of the delta failed? Myth busters used the Bay Model to 
replicate escapes from Alcatraz by studying the currents on the date 
of the escape. It was also used to evaluate a plan to fill in the Bay for 
more land, diverting more water to Los Angeles and increasing land 
values. Fortunately for us, the Bay Model proved that the plan would 
be an environmental and economic disaster.

Lunch is at Le Garage, a charming French bistro right on the water 
in a hidden part of Sausalito, at 2100 Bridgeway.  Follow the sign to 
the Bay Model and continue down to the water. Lunch prices range 
from $11 to $21. 

Wear layers as the Bay Model is not heated. 
Free parking at the Bay Model.  Carpools will be arranged.
Register for Flextimers 10-12 by Sunday, October 14 in order to be 
part of a carpool.

The Congregation Men’s Group
Sunday, October 21;  9:30 - 11:30 am 
At the home of Marvin Nathan
St. Francis Woods area of San Francisco  - (address will be provided to 
registrants)
Light Breakfast is provided
No charge

All men of the congregation are invited to join in the monthly 
Sunday morning programs for a light breakfast, social gathering, 
and meaningful conversation based on a teaching by Rabbi 
Stephen Pearce. If you would like to receive email notifications for 
future Men’s Group meetings and you don’t already receive them, 
please contact Frana at fprice@emanuelsf.org.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED on the website www.emanuelsf.org/
register  for Men’s Group 10-21-12 by Wednesday, October 17 or 
contact Frana at (415) 751-2541 x151. 

Grandparents Group
Sunday evening, October 14
5:30 pm  - Grandparents Social Potluck (bring a dish to share)
6:30 pm  - Program
Reuben Rinder Chapel

Topic - Family Dynamics

Speaker: Ruth Nemzoff, Ed.D., nationally known author of Don’t Roll 
Your Eyes: Making In-Laws into Family and Don’t Bite Your Tongue: 
How to Foster Rewarding Relationships with Your Adult Children.
She is an expert in family dynamics and is not afraid to tackle any issue. 
Her remarks may include: remaining positively connected with the 
adult children you have worked so hard to raise; getting along with 
in-laws from different cultures, religions, or politics; understanding 
and correcting relationship missteps; managing  differing parenting 
philosophies; problems around babysitting; when grandparents 
should intervene in the parenting of their grandchildren, among 
others. Feel free to bring up individual situations.

Dr. Nemzoff is a resident scholar at Brandeis University’s Women’s Studies 
Research Center. She lectures on parenting adult children, relationships 
and family dynamics. Her papers are archived at the Schlesinger Library 
at Harvard University where she also holds a doctorate in social policy. 
She has served three terms in the New Hampshire Legislature and was 
New Hampshire Deputy Commissioner of Health and Welfare. She is the 
mother of four adult children, four in-law children and grandmother 
of seven. She lives in Brookline, MA with her husband Harris Berman, 
Dean of Tufts University School of Medicine. 

Please visit her website for more: www.dontbiteyourtongue.com. 
Introduction by Melanie Grossman, Grandparents Group participant 
and friend of Ruth Nemzoff.
Her books will be available for purchase. 
Register at www.emanuelsf.org/register for October Grandparents 
Group by Tuesday, October 9. 

Dr. Jonathan Schanzer
Vice President of Research,
Foundation for Defense 
of Democracies
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Rock the Vote Late Shabbat
(featuring the Annual Charles Michael Lecture)
Friday, October 12, 7:30 pm

Since 1999, every 2nd Friday of the 
month (save the date) you’re invited to 
join hundreds of young adults for Late 
Shabbat, a groundbreaking, musically 
spiritual service with music by Marsha 
Attie, Eric Schoen, and Jonathan Ferris.  
Late Shabbat is followed by a festive Oneg 
where you can eat, drink, shmooze, and 
be merry!

If this is your first Late Shabbat, or if you’re coming alone and don’t 
want to sit alone, please come to our welcome reception at 7:00 pm

During this Late Shabbat, we’ll be making sure we Rock the Vote this 
November by registering you to vote (especially anyone who just 
moved here!).  And the evening features our annual Charles Michael 
Lecture.  This year guest speaker Rabbi Joshua Plaut, author of A 
Kosher Christmas, will speak.  You’re not going to want to miss this 
amazing Late Shabbat.  Please see the cover story.

Help Feed the Hungry
Sunday, October 28, 8:45 - 11:00 am
Martin de Porres House, 225 Potrero Ave, San Francisco

Please join us to help make a difference in fighting hunger in our 
community.

We’ll be serving breakfast at the Martin de Porres House. You may be 
asked to hand out food, wash dishes, wait on tables, or clean up the 
facility. Expect to get a little dirty, so please dress accordingly.

To avoid “too many cooks in the kitchen” we can only accommodate 
the first volunteers who RSVP. Please email Hollie Ashby at 
ashbyhollie716@gmail.com  Thank you for doing this wonderful 
mitzvah.

You can find many more Young Adult Community (20s and 30s) and 
Gen E (mid30s-40s) events online at www.emanuelsf.org/yacevents

Young Adult Community

Mishpacha Family Programs

Programs for Families with Children of Any Ages
We are pleased to offer these groups that create smaller, more 
intimate communities within the larger Temple.
Participants in these “micro-communities” will build ongoing 
relationships and stronger bonds with the synagogue by celebrating 
Shabbat, holidays, life cycle events and Jewish service learning 
opportunities, beginning with preschool families, and continuing 
through 8th grade. 
We look forward to new relationships developing within our 
synagogue community, and invite you to be a part of these exciting 
new programs.  More information at www.emanuelsf.org/smallgroups 
or email Terry Kraus (tkraus@emanuelsf.org) and PLEASE include the 
subject line Small Groups.

Parent & Baby/Toddler
Bagels & Babies and Mazel Tots are now drop-in programs. Simply 
purchase a package of 10-15 sessions and use them when you like. 
No worries about missed sessions or make up classes. Used up your 
sessions?  Just purchase another package! 
For both programs, the first class is complimentary. 
This year, our baby and toddler classes will be facilitated by expert 
early-childhood educator, Mimi Greisman.  Mimi is well known in 
the Bay Area for her musical talents with babies and toddlers. She 
has three children with Irving (of Irving’s Premium Challah) and five 
grandchildren. Mimi has a master’s degree in education with an 
emphasis in early childhood, psychology, and counseling, and is also 
a preschool teacher.

Bagels and Babies 
For families and newborns (under 18 months)
Fridays, 9:30 – 11:00 am
Martin Meyer Reception
Ongoing weekly drop-in through July 26, 2013 (No sessions: 11/23, 
12/28, 3/29)
Create lasting friendships for you AND your baby. This is a weekly 
musical playgroup and a parenting class all in one! Bring your bundle 
of joy (under 18 months) and spend time with other parents. Join us 
as we prepare to welcome Shabbat with Mimi Greisman. Enjoy music, 
stories, puppets ,and more.
Becoming a parent is a monumental milestone, marked by joy and 
unexpected challenges. Join us as we explore and share helpful 
skills with other parents in our Emanu-El community. Topics to be 
discussed include adjusting to parenthood, negotiating family roles, 
establishing positive and consistent routines, incorporating Jewish 
ritual into your family life, and finding a healthy balance as a parent. 
Your baby will enjoy age appropriate toys, music, stories, and games.  
$215 for 15 drop-in sessions  First session free! Questions? 
Contact Maricela Valencia at mvalencia@emanuelsf.org or (415) 751-
2541 x118

Join !
Temple groups welcoming new additions. 
Contact Frana at fprice@emanuelsf.org.

Cinema 
Couples 
Individuals in their 50s and 60s
Single parents
Southern Jews
Daytime Scrabble - October 15 and 29
Daytime Bridge

Groups to Join

Rabbi Pearce  
Retirement Gala 

Save-the-Date 
Saturday, May 11, 

2013
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Temple Emanu-El Preschool 2013-2014 Tours
Tours will be held on Thursdays and Fridays mid-October through February 
1. We invite parents of children who submitted a preschool application and 
are eligible to begin school Fall 2013 to attend a tour.  Whether you come 
on a Thursday or Friday,  you will have a chance to tour the classrooms and 
facilities as well as hear from other parents and our preschool director.  A 
member of the clergy, a Parent Association representative, and the Early 
Childhood Director will accompany each tour. If you have not yet applied, 
please contact the Preschool at mvalencia@emanuelsf.org.

Age Eligibility for Fall 2013:  
Young Twos -  born between May 2011—September 2011;  
Preschool born - between October 2009—April 2011;  
Pre-K/Transitional-K -  born between May 2008—September 2009

Thursdays Tours 10:30 - 11:45 am
October 11
October 25
November 8
November 29
December 13
January 17
January 31

Register for tours at https://www.emanuelsf.org/pstourreg

Fridays Tours 10:45 am -Noon
October 19
November 2
November 16
December 7
January 11
January 25
February 1

Early Childhod Education

Mazel Tots  (Formerly called Shalom Toddler)
For parents and toddlers (18  - 30 months)
Mondays , 9:30 – 11:00 am
Martin Meyer Reception
Ongoing weekly drop-inthrough July 29, 2013
No Sessions: 10/1, 10/8, 12/24, 12/31, 1/21, 2/18, 4/1, 5/27
$140 for 10 drop in sessions.  First session free!

Join other parents and toddlers and welcome the new week with Havdalah 
and Mimi Greisman. This group will provide a wonderful opportunity 
to connect with other parents and create lasting friendships. We hope 
you can participate in this musical play group that focuses on parenting 
your toddler. We will talk about language development, making friends, 
starting preschool, finding time for you, siblings, physical development, 
new-found autonomy, and any topic identified by the group. We will have 
guest speakers from time to time as well as celebrate Jewish holidays and 
traditions. Enjoy a relaxed setting filled with music, puppets, and more, 
while you and your toddler can play and meet other parents and kids!  
Questions? Contact Maricela Valencia at mvalencia@emanuelsf.org or 
(415) 751-2541 x118

Service and Dinner for Families families in the SOMA 
neighborhoods:  SOMAnu-El
Fourth Friday of the month during the school year; 6:00 pm; resumes on 
October 26, then meets again in January, 2013.
Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center
515 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco
Congregation Emanu-El heads south to celebrate Shabbat on the fourth 
Friday of the month during the school year! Please join us at the Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood Center located at 515 Cortland Avenue. This 
popular, musical, upbeat Shabbat service is perfect for all ages. The 
community is welcome.

Youth & Family Education

Meeting Needs in 
Youth Education
Flora Kupferman, Student Services 
Coordinator
Teaching Jewish children with special 
education needs has been my passion 
for the bulk of my career, and I have been 
blessed with the opportunity to do this 
work at the congregation in which I grew up.  Temple Emanu-El 
stepped up to provide special education services in 1988, when I 
was already teaching Sunday School here and I became the teacher 
of that first self-contained class of five students.  In the years since, 
we have learned that everyone benefits from diverse classrooms 
filled with many kinds of learners, which now include students, in all 
aspects of our educational programs,  who have dyslexia and other 
learning differences, Attention Deficit Disorder, Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, and other needs.  
I tutor a number of  students in our core and Weekday Torah classes, 
provide resources and support to all the teachers, train teens to be 
valued members of the teaching teams, coach many pre-teens (and 
their parents) through meaningful  B’nei Mitzvah ceremonies, and 
assist our clergy in guiding those students. We are especially proud 
of our Caring Companion program which matches select teens 
with children who require one-on-one attention and assistance in 
order to successfully participate in a classroom setting.  With extra 
training and ongoing support, these teens make Jewish education 
possible for children who otherwise would not be able to attend.
In our large Youth and Family Education program, we view each 
child as created b’tzelem Elohim— in the image of God.  To provide 
a positive and meaningful educational experience for each student, 
our infrastructure ensures that no one “falls between the cracks.”  
Over the years, my job has expanded to the full-time position of 
Student Services Coordinator, a position unique to our congregation.
It is our goal to meet the needs of all our students, and parents and 
guardians are our partners in this sacred task.  

Preschooler enjoying Shabbat challah
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Adolescent Education

Parent Parallel 
Program: Parenting 
Jewish Teens  

Sex and Sexuality: What you do not want to know, 
but need to know!
October 16, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Martin Meyer Reception Room

Parent Parallel Programs bring parents together to discuss the hard 
topics of parenting Jewish teens in a modern, secular society. Each 
PPP is led by a member of our clergy and a community professional.
This session will look at issues of sex and sexuality in the teen world 
in order to gain a deeper understanding of Jewish values and sacred 
texts about sexuality. You will also gain techniques to communicate 
with your teen about sex, sexuality, and intimate relationships. You 
will explore issues of boundaries and acceptance as well as available 
resources. 
Led by Rabbi Sydney Mintz and Jamie Simon. Parent Parallel Programs 
are for parents only. 

Jamie Simon is currently the Camp Director at Camp Tawonga, a 
Jewish residential summer camp in Northern California. She is a 
nationally recognized sexual health educator. Jamie graduated from 
Sonoma State University with a degree in women and gender studies, 
is a graduate of Bureau of Jewish Education’s Shofar Fellowship for 
Teen Educators, and recently completed the Executive Leadership 
Institute Fellowship of the Foundation for Jewish Camp.  She has 
traveled the country inspiring youth and adults about the importance 
of safe sex, sexuality awareness, and communication. 

RSVP to Ariana Estoque, Director of Adolescent Education at
 (415) 751-2541 x307 or aestoque@emanuelsf.org

Tauber Jewish Studies Program
A Program of the Madeleine Haas Russell Institute of Jewish Learning

Tauber Ikarim (Electives)
Ikarim (electives) are eight-week classes on topics in Jewish history, 
thought, and Bible. The classes are taught by guest faculty and Emanu-El 
clergy and staff. These classes are for those students who want to study 
a particular subject or Jewish thinker in depth, as well as for students 
who have completed the Yesod two-year core study program.

The Early Prophets: The Least Known Books of the Bible
With Rabbi Stephen Pearce
October 18, 25; November 1, 8, 15; December 6, 13
7:00 – 8:30 pm
A study of Joshua, Judges, Samuel I and II, Kings I and II. Learn about the 
conquest of ancient Canaan, the rise of the monarchy and the struggle 
for power between prophets and kings.  The course will cover a variety 
of biblical personalities including Samson, Deborah, Samuel, David, 
Solomon, and others.  Please bring a Bible.
$36 members, $50 non-members
The Joys of Yiddish Poetry
With Cantor Roslyn Barak
October 18, 25; November 1, 8, 15, 29; December 6, 13
7:00 – 8:30 pm
In the vast realm of Jewish literature, Yiddish poetry stands out as some 
of the richest sources of Jewish humor, suffering, hope and love.  The 
works of Manger, Sutzkever, Mani Leyb and Reyzen inspired generations 
of Yiddish speakers and left a vast treasure trove of writing which is often 
irresistible.  Cantor Barak will review the biographies of these and other 
beloved poets of the Eastern European experience, as well as study their 
writings in depth.  Much of this poetry was set to music and whenever 
possible, the class will listen to the song settings to further appreciate 
the beauty and pungency of the texts.
$36 members, $50 non-members

Downtown Tauber
Our Tauber noon-time lunch and learn series offers dynamic study 
opportunities in the middle of a work day.  Located in the financial 
district, this three trimester series taught by Emanu-El clergy will be 
sure to inspire and engage the most inquiring mind.  Join the clergy for 
lunch and take a moment from your day to nourish your mind as well as 
your body.  Downtown Tauber is aimed at our Young Adult learners, but 
is open to everyone in the congregation! Space is very limited.
                         continues top of page 8
All You Need Is Love: Relationships in the Hebrew Bible
With Rabbi Carla Fenves
October 18, 25; November 1, 8, 15, 29; December 6, 13
Noon – 1:00 pm
Location: Conference Room
Mechanic’s Institute, 57 Post Street, San Francisco, CA 94104
Why does Jacob labor for seven more years to marry Rachel?  Why does 
Samson trust Delilah with his secret?  Were King David and Jonathan 
more than just good friends?  This class examines how love reveals 
itself in the Hebrew Bible.  We will study a different biblical couple 
each session, closely reading the text with rabbinic and modern 
commentaries to gain a deeper understanding of each relationship.  All 
levels welcome.
Registration required. $18 members, $25 non members
Register at http://www.emanuelsf.org/register

Clergy Led Torah Study 
With Emanu-El clergy
Saturday mornings, 
9:15 – 10:15 am – starting October 6

Each Shabbat morning, come 
and join the Emanu-El clergy 
as we study the weekly Torah 
portion, utilizing the traditional 
commentators.  The class will study 
Torah in light of contemporary 
issues and what wisdom the 
text has to offer.  No prior Torah 
study is required and no Hebrew 
background necessary; feel free to 
come every week or drop in once.  
We look forward to seeing you!  
No registration necessary. 
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Tauber Yesod: The Two Year Core Program 
Yesod (a Hebrew word meaning “foundation”) is the centerpiece of 
the Tauber program. This two-year curriculum is designed to impart 
knowledge of the central Jewish texts, thinkers, and ideas.  Each 
trimester consists of eight sessions. Classes are in English, taught in 
an interactive style by Bay Area scholars. Combining lectures with 
hevruta — traditional partner study, Yesod creates a true community 
of learners.

Yesod Year One: The World of the Bible
Thursday Nights - 7:00 – 9:00 pm
•	 Fall: Torah — Pentateuch; Themes: Creation, covenant, 

peoplehood, law, journeys, wrestling
 Readings: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
•	 Winter: Neviim — Prophets;  Themes: Sacred history, 

leadership, social justice, destruction, comfort; 
 Readings: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel, Book of the Twelve.
•	 Spring: Ketuvim — Writings; Themes: Trials of the human 

condition, devotion, ecstasy and despair, biblical truth and 
fiction; 

 Readings: Psalms, Proverbs,  Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, 
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, 
Chronicles

Fall – October 18,  25;  November 1, 8, 15, 29;  December 6, 13
Winter – January 17, 24, 31;  February 7, 14, 21, 28;  March 7
Spring – March 21;  April 4, 11, 18, 25;  May 2, 9, 16

Yesod Year Two:  The World of the Rabbis
Register before October 1 for Early Bird Discount!!
Thursday Nights - 7:00 – 9:00 pm
•	 Fall:	Rabbinic Period; Themes: Debate, interpretation, 

authority, community; 
 Readings: Mishnah, Tosefta, Midrash Halacha, Midrash 

Aggadah, Jerusalem Talmud, Babylonian Talmud
•	 Winter: Medieval Period; Themes: Biblical exegesis, 

Ashkenaz and Sephard, eschatology, rationalism, 
spirituality; 

 Readings: Rashi, Maimonides, Nachmanides, Ibn Ezra, Judah 
Halevi, Joseph Karo

•	 Spring: Modern Period; Themes: Enlightenment, Theodicy, 
Denominationalism, Zionism, Feminism; 

 Readings: Spinoza, Mendelsohn, Buber, Heschel, Kaplan
Fall – October 18, 25;  November 1, 8, 15, 29;  December 6, 13
Winter – January 17, 24, 31;  February 7, 14, 21, 28;  March 7
Spring – March 21;  April 4, 11, 18, 25;  May 2, 9, 16

Prerequisite:
Yesod Year One: the World of the Bible

Yesod Year One  meets for 24 classes over three trimesters: Fall, 
Winter and Spring.  
$240 member, $360 non-member
Register at http://www.emanuelsf.org/register

Yesod Year Two meets for 24 classes over three trimesters: Fall, 
Winter and Spring.  
$240 member, $360 non-member starting October 1, 2011
Register at http://www.emanuelsf.org/register

Tauber Book Club 2012 – 2013:                                    
From Moment to Memory
With Erica Guerra
Monthly Wednesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
What happens creates headlines. How we 
remember what happens creates history. For its 
fifth year, the Tauber Book Club, moderated by Erica Guerra, takes on 
texts that transform the created crises of character and narrative into 
critical chapters in the story of the Jewish people. 
Readers invited, discussion encouraged, and all opinions welcome as 
we use these works of personal and collective significance to examine 
how moments created in the Jewish imagination are informed and 
formed by memories of Jewish history. The Tauber Book Club meets 
in congregants’ homes.  Please note that some homes may have pets.  
Refreshments provided; space limited.  

October 10:  
The Garden of the Finzi-Continis, Giorgio Bassani    
November 14:  
Joy Comes in the Morning, Jonathan Rosen                    
December 12:  
Midnight Convoy and Other Stories, S. Yizhar               
January 9:  
Until the Dawn’s Light, Aharon Appelfeld                          
February 13:  
Belle du Seigneur, Albert Cohen                                        
March 13:  
The Jewish Gauchos of the Pampas, Alberto Gerchunoff       
April 10:  
Fugitive Pieces, Anne Michaels                                                               
May 8:   
What We Talk About When We Talk About Anne Frank    
Nathan Englander   
Registration required
$36 members, $50 non-members
Per year (8 meetings)
To register http://www.emanuelsf.org/register

Erica Guerra joins the Tauber faculty for her second year as the book 
club moderator--and as the party responsible for the 2012-2013 
reading list. A participant in Tauber since its founding, Erica is a Yesod 
graduate as well as a lunchtime Talmud and Thursday evening Ikarim 
student. She holds a humanities degree from Stanford and studied 
political philosophy and English literature at Oxford. A 20 year 
branding and advertising veteran, Erica co-founded a boutique San 
Francisco marketing agency that focuses on user experience design. 
She has stage managed over 100 theatrical productions and prefers 
Crimes and Misdemeanors to Annie Hall.

Register Online
www.emanuelsf.org/register

Tauber Jewish Studies Program, cont.
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Madeleine Haas Russell  
Institute of Jewish Learning

An In-Depth Introduction to Judaism  
(formerly The Course)
Tuesday nights with Emanu-El clergy; 7:00 – 9:00 pm
An In-Depth Introduction to Judaism is a pathway for the adult learner 
who wishes to discover or deepen Jewish knowledge, non-Jews 
who are marrying a Jewish partner, and people who are considering 
conversion to Judaism.  This class touches on many aspects of Judaism 
from birth to death, including Jewish diversity and identity, and 
American Judaism and Israel.  
An In-Depth Introduction to Judaism is taught by Congregation 
Emanu-El clergy. Graduates of the class are encouraged to continue 
learning in the Tauber Jewish Studies Program. For information about 
the Tauber Jewish Studies Program please go to our website http://
www.emanuelsf.org/TauberJS
Conversion students are required to complete all three trimesters of An 
In-Depth Introduction to Judaism before entering the mikvah (ritual 
bath for conversion).  An In-Depth Introduction to Judaism meets on 
Tuesday evenings over three trimesters and has rolling admission. A 
student can begin in any of the trimesters.  Trimesters do not have to 
be completed in a particular order.  Refreshments will be served.

Fall: Time: Seasons of Joy
October 16, 23, 30;  November 6, 13, 27;  December 4, 11
Winter Space and Place: The Holy Land, Diaspora, and Community
January 15, 22, 29;  February 5, 12, 19, 26;  March 5
Spring: Peoplehood: How We Think of Others and Ourselves 
March 19;  April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30;  May 7, 14                                                                                                                                               
 $36 members, $50 non-members (per trimester)
One-time book fee $65 (for members and non-members)
Register for each trimester online at http://www.emanuelsf.org/
register

Learn Basic Hebrew and to Chant or Read Torah!
Alternate Sunday Mornings, 9:30 - 10:30 am 
Meet outside the Library on the 4th floor

The mitzvah of reading from the Torah scroll 
on Shabbat morning is one of the highest 
honors in which a Jew can partake.  Many of 
us were afforded this opportunity at our bar 
or bat mitzvah long ago.  Others have never 
read from the Torah.  In an effort to create a 
community of Torah readers, Carolyn Goor 
Hutchinson will be teaching basic Hebrew 
and Torah reading and chanting with the goal 
of preparing members of our community to 
read aloud from the bimah.  

While it might seem intimidating, layning or reading from the Torah 
is both exciting and easy when given the right instruction.  This class 
if open to those who have no background in Hebrew as well as those 
who are not interested in reading publicly from the Torah but rather 
want to sharpen their Hebrew skills.  There is no charge for the class, 
which takes place Sunday mornings so that parents of Sunday morning 
Youth Education students may learn while their children are in class.
September 30  •  October 14, 28  •  November 11  •  December 2, 16
There is no need to register for the class.  Simply arrive at the 4th floor 
by Library at 9:30 am on September 30 and the process will begin!

The Tauber Kevah Program – 
Jewish Learning When and Where You Want It

“Make your study of Torah kevah (a set practice).” 
     Pirkei Avot, 1:15

Thanks to a generous grant from the Tauber Foundation and through 
a partnership with Kevah http://kevah.org/  an organization dedicated 
towards informal affinity group based learning, we are excited to 
launch the Tauber Kevah program. 

Here is how it works: You choose the time, location and if you like, 
subject matter, and we will provide a high caliber Jewish educator to 
lead eight 60-90 minute monthly sessions for your small group.  For 
instance, if your mothers’ group in Mill Valley wants to study together 
on a monthly basis at 10am, we can do that.  If you want to host a study 
group at your downtown office over breakfast, we can do that.  If your 
retirement home community wants to host a monthly text study, we 
can do that.  Name the time and place in the Bay Area and we will be 
there for monthly text study! 

In all, we are lowering the barrier to entry to adult Jewish education.  
Due to the generosity of the Laszlo N. Tauber Foundation, we are 
proud to offer this program for free as a benefit of your membership 
at Congregation Emanu-El.  For information about the Tauber Kevah 
Program and meeting on October 4 please contact Mary Jane 
Eisenberg at mjeisenberg@emanuelsf.org.

We are holding an informational meeting for all interested in the 
Tauber Kevah Program on:
Thursday, October 4 from 7:00 –8:00 pm
Congregation Emanu-El

How Does it Work?

Each Tauber Kevah group consists of members, an organizer and a 
host:

· The organizer invites potential members to the group and acts as 
the primary contact between the group and Kevah.  The organizer 
confirms the schedule and location of meetings and disseminates 
information to the rest of the group.

·  The host provides the location for the Tauber Kevah group.  Of course, 
the group may choose to rotate locations.

·  Tauber Kevah groups are limited to 10-15 people.  Non-members may 
participate, but as this program is offered as a benefit of membership, 
non-member participation is limited to two individuals per group.

When registering for a Tauber Kevah group, you may either form your 
own group or ask to be placed within a group based upon location 
and/or content.  Simply fill out the short registration page below 
and we will be in touch with you to begin the process.  Tauber Kevah 
groups will begin in October and November and will continue through 
June of 2013. 

Registration Page 
http://tinyurl.com/tauberkevah

Tauber Jewish Studies Program, cont.
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Register Online
www.emanuelsf.org/register

Courses with  The Emanu-El Scholar,  
Rabbi Lawrence Kushner
Shabbos Morning Torah Hevra in English
With Rabbi Lawrence Kushner
Weekly Shabbat mornings, 9:15 - 10:15 am  
The  late Professor Nehama Leibowitz taught Bible 
and commentaries at the Hebrew University. The 
World Zionist Organization invited her to write a short essay on a 
particular theme for each weekly parasha that they would mail to their 
supporters. After doing so every year for several years, the essays were 
compiled into a six-volume set and remain a classic of biblical thought 
and exegesis. Studies in the Weekly Parasha are available in both the 
original Hebrew and in English translation. (The class will only use the 
English.) Photocopies of selections from each week’s short essay will 
be available but students are encouraged to purchase the full volumes.  
This is a “drop-in” seminar. No registration is necessary.

Monthly Mondays: Kushner on Jewish Spirituality 
With Rabbi Lawrence Kushner
Monthly Mondays, 4:30 – 5:45 pm
October 15; November 19; December 17; January 14; February 11; 
March 11; April 15; May 13 
Readings & discussion of Rabbi Kushner’s God was in This Place & 
I, i Did Not Know.  At each session the class will read a chapter and 
argue about what the author really meant!  God Was in This Place & I, i 
Did Not Know is readily available on Amazon.com (in book or  kindle 
formats) and can also be found or ordered in local bookstores.  
Free to members; $20 non-members  While the class welcomes 
“drop-ins” we appreciate it if you would register at www.emanuelsf.
org/register 

The Baal Shem Tov on Living a Spiritual Life / English
With Rabbi Lawrence Kushner
Alternate Thursday evenings, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
October 18, 25; November 15, 29; December 13
 January 17, 31;  February 14, 28
Amud ha-T’filah, literally, the “Pillar of Prayer” is one of the core texts 
of Hasidic spirituality. Attributed to the Baal Shem Tov,  the founder 
of Hasidism, it is a collection of stand-alone short observations on 
contemplative spirituality. 

Topics include: prayer, Kabbalah, meditation, kavanah, Yihudim, 
serving God, and the other elements of a Jewish religious life. 
This classic volume is available in English with complete scholarly 
apparatus. Since this was never intended to be read straight 
through, we will do much of our reading aloud in class as we try 
to deepen our own awareness of the ubiquity of holiness. 
The text for this class will be available at the first class on October 
18.  It will also be available at each subsequent class.  The price of 
the book is $22 – we accept credit cards and checks.
Text: Amud ha-T’filah / Pillar of Prayer: Pillar of Prayer: Guidance in 
Contemplative Prayer, Sacred Study, and the Spiritual Life, from the 
Baal Shem Tov and His Circle,  Aubrey L. Glazer 
While the class welcomes “drop-ins” we appreciate it if you would 
register at http://www.emanuelsf.org/register
$18 members; $25 non-members

Exploring the Wisdom of the Talmud
With Renowned Talmud Scholar Rabbi Daniel Landes, Talmud 
Professor and Rosh HaYeshiva of Pardes Institute in Jerusalem. 

Rabbi Daniel Landes will lead an exploration into core concepts of 
talmudic literature.
Open to the Community
*The three part series continues:

2. The Ferocity of Jewish Intellectual Debate
Sunday, October 14, 4:00 pm
Congregation Emanu-El
The Talmud is highlighted by open debate and back and forth of 
opposing ideas. The minority opinion is considered and preserved, 
even after the outcome is reached. And at times, the sages of the 
Talmud fail to arrive at a decisive conclusion. Learn about how our 
people established a heritage of questioning and civil discourse.

3. The Search for Jewish Identity
Sunday, November 4, 4:00 pm
The JCCSF, 3200 California Street
The post Temple era demanded an answer to the question, “Who is 
a Jew?” This inquiry remains vital to our community, especial in our 
modern era of pluralism and assimilation. Learn about our sages’ 
views of Jewish peoplehood and the borders of our community.

No registration needed, sessions are drop-in.

Tashlich 5773 at Baker Beach



12

Social Justice

Are You Registered to Vote?
The deadline to vote in the upcoming November 6 
election is October 22! 

Did you know that if you have moved within the past year (even within 
San Francisco) or changed your name, you must re-register to vote?

We will be providing voter registration cards following Shabbat services 
in October.

Spark’s Top Four Dream Jobs for the Fall:
1.  Journalism
2.  Animal Care 
3.  Health care
4.  Science and Engineering

Spark is the only youth empowerment program in the country that 
addresses the dropout crisis by re-engaging at-risk students through 
hands-on, individualized apprenticeships( www.sparkprogram.org). 
These workplace-based apprenticeships—in professions each student 
has identified as a “dream job”—are complemented by a leadership 
curriculum, integrated in the classroom as an elective. 

Over the course of a semester students  meet with a mentor once a week 
for two hours, for eight weeks. During that time, an apprentice and their 
mentor work on a small project for the culminating ceremony , called 
“Discovery Night, that is held at the end of the semester. The Spark 
experience creates a powerful sense of relevance for students while 
providing the skills and confidence necessary to find success in school 
and in life. 

Our students have big dreams, and need caring adults to turn these 
dreams into reality. If you are interested in volunteering, or know 
someone who might be, please contact Sara Draffin, Program Manager, 
at sdraffin@sparkprogram.org or at (415) 626-5470 x199.  

As we enter the New Year, we are reminded again of the importance 
of our community, our connections and the touch points we have 
between them.  Below is just an example of how we want all of our 
members to feel.

Emanu-El in the Neighborhood

October Havdalahs in the Neighborhood!

Please contact your neighborhood liaisons if you would like to host this 
clergy led event.
October 20, with Rabbi Bauer  
Group #14 - Mill Valley and Sausalito David and Arianna Orleans, 
davidjorleans@yahoo.com and ariannagallup@hotmail.com

October 20, with Cantor Barak   
Group #15 -  SOMA and Potrero 94102, 94103, 94104, 94107, 94158
Laura Saunders and Elisa Haidt, emanuelneighborhood15@gmail.com

October 27 with Rabbi Fenves    
Group #1 - Mission and Bernal 94110, 94134, 94124 
Amalia Egri Freedman & Robert Freedman, amaliafreedman@gmail.com 
and robertefreedman@yahoo.com          

October 27 with Rabbi Pearce    
Group #3 - Castro and Noe Valley 94114
Misha Weidman, (415) 821-3382, misha@pegasusventures.net

Dear Jennifer,

Bob and I want to thank you so very much for your most 
thoughtful outreach on behalf of the congregation. We 
were deeply touched by this generosity of spirit. 

Congregation Emanu-El has long been the foundation 
of the major events in our lives. Bob and I were married 
in the chapel, our son’s Bar Mitzvah was in the sanctuary, 
and Cantor Barak officiated at his wedding in October 
2011. But never have we felt closer to the congregation 
than we have during this difficult time. The outpouring 
of love and support has been truly heartwarming.

With my deepest appreciation, 
Alexandra Leitstein

Dear Alexandra & Robert,

I’m writing on behalf of Congregation Emanu-El.  I am 
your neighbor.  Yet, through me comes the sympathy of 
the entire Congregation and Staff, as we feel your grief 
at the passing of your father George Goldberg.

Not only does our sympathy come to you, but our hand, 
in extending an offer to help at this time with anything 
that you might need.  For example, we can offer a visit 
from one of the Rabbis, or a meal.  Please do not hesitate 
to call me personally, or the Temple staff.

Again, know that our hearts and sorrow are with you at 
this time in your lives, and that you are not forgotten.

With love and sincere sympathy from your congregants,

Jennifer Zukerkorn and Carol Ross
Northern Marin Neighborhood Liaisons
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5773- The Year to Connect!
Please let us know if any of the following are of interest to you:
•								Are	you	willing	to	host	a	potluck	Emanu-El	in	the		 	 									
Neighborhood Shabbat or havdalah?
•	 Are you currently participating in Youth and Family   
Education programming and want to make deeper   
connections with the families in your child’s grade level?
•	 Would you like to be a part of a monthly Shabbat dinner   
group?
•	 Do you have a child, newborn-24 months, and want to   
make deeper connections with other families?
•	 Our Southern Jews havurah (small group) has been very   
successful.  Are you interested in leading/joining a group   
comprised of members from other parts of the country   
(i.e.,  Midwest, East Coast, etc.)?
•	 Are you interested in joining a Kevah study group?
Contact Community Engagement Manager Sandy Rechtschaffen 
at (415) 751-2541 x 177 or 
sandyr@emanuelsf.org

Mazel Tov to:
Elizabeth (Libby) Denebeim as the recipient of the first 
Norma Satten Community Service Innovation Award from the 
Community Living Campaign

Rabbi Stephen Pearce as the recipient of a Silver SPUR Award

Barbara Moser for being selected as one of the Top 100 Super 
Lawyers and Top 50 Women Lawyers in Northern California

Ron Kaufman who will be honored by the Jewish Community 
Federation and Endowment Fund at their Day of Philanthropy

John Ragosta and Sheri Spiegal on the birth of their daughter, 
Naomi Scarlet Ragosta

Nathan and Emily Shamban on the birth of their daughter, 
Addison Faith Shamban

Ronald and Stephanie Wolf on the birth of their daughter, 
Becca Pearl Wolf

Vicki Lan-Goldstone and Mr. Gary Goldstone on the birth of 
their son, Alex Goldstone.

Eva and Ken Sippola on the birth of their son, August Jacob 
Sippola

Rachel and Zachery Felson on the birth of their daughter, Ellie 
Sloan Felson

Jacqueline Jaffee and Dr. Ian Jaffee on the birth of their 
daughter,  Rian Juliana Jaffee

Mr. Richard Kaufman and Jenifer Raboy on the birth of their 
daughter Eva.

Victoria and Mark Nassi on the birth of their daughter, Lyla Rose 
Nassi

Emily and Nathan Shamban on the birth of their daughter, 
Addison Faith Shamban

Worship

Friday10/5
•	 Shabbat Service 5:30 pm

Reuben Rinder Chapel
•		Simchat	Torah	Service		and						 	
    blessing  of babies born during 
    the past year
    6:00 pm
    Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Friday 10/12
•			Shabbat	Service	5:30	pm
    Martin Meyer Sanctuary
•			Late	Shabbat	7:30	pm
    Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Friday 10/19
•			Shabbat	Service	5:30	pm
     Martin Meyer Sanctuary
•			Teen	Led	Service	6:00	pm	
    Reuben Rinder Chapel 
•			Circle	Minyan	7:30	pm	
     Reuben Rinder Chapel

Friday 10/26
•			Shabbat	Service	5:30	pm
     Martin Meyer Sanctuary
•			SOMAnu-El	(for	families)	6:00	pm	
     Bernal Heights Community Center

Saturday 10/6
•			Shabbat	Morning	Minyan	
    10:30  am
    Martin Meyer Sanctuary
    (including  Yizkor )            

Saturday 10/13
•			Shabbat	Morning	Service	
    10:30 am
    Main Sanctuary
•			Shabbat	Morning	Minyan	
    10:30 am
    Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Saturday 10/20
•		Shabbat	Morning	Service	
    10:30 am
    Main Sanctuary
•			Shabbat	Morning	Minyan	
    10:30 am
    Martin Meyer Sanctuary
•   Reuben Rinder Minyan
    10:30 am
     Reuben Rinder Chapel

Saturday 10/27
•			Shabbat	Morning	Service	
    10:30 am
    Main Sanctuary
•			Shabbat	Morning	Minyan	
    10:30 am
    Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Thanks to the Senior Transportation Initiative of the Jewish Community 
Federation and Endowment Fund for enabling us to transport our senior 
members to monthly Friday night Shabbat Services. Transportation will 
resume in November.

Life Cycle Events

Temple Emanu-El Softball Winners
On Sunday September 23, Temple Emanuel’s co-ed 
softball team beat Kol Shofar 9-3.  Guy Davidoff made 
some amazing plays at second base and our own 
Mike Amerikaner pitched like a pro.  Our next game 
is in November.  If interested in playing, contact Mike 
Amerikaner at mamerikaner@emanuelsf.org.
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Welcome to our New Members
Dr. Ronald Albucher and Mr. Aaron Anderson, Lila 
Albucher
Mrs. Anne Bassin
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bergman, Elizabeth Berman
Ms. Justine A. Chadly and Michael T. Feldman, Eliyah 
Chadly, Maya Feldman
Abby and Donald Cutler
Ms. Robin L. Dvorkin
Mr. Steven M. Eisenberg and Ms. Elyse D. Braverman
Laura and Robert Engberson, Jon Engberson, Caroline 
Engberson
Mr. Donald L. Fischer, Spener G. Fischer
Erin C. Forman
Ms. Ellen A. Friedman, Paul Friedman, Isaac Friedman
Rachel Goldstein and Benjamin Kuryk
Ms. Lauren T. Gordon
Alia and Travis Gorkin
Mr. Luis F. Lopez and Ms. Jody S. Hale
Jonathan and Amy Harris, Elyse Harris, Julian Harris
Mr. Josh D. Horowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Jordan R. Jaffe
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Kahn
Ms. Lindsay A. Kauffman
Mr. Tim A. Kay
Ms. Debbie A. Kreisman
Ms. Natalie Krigel and Mr. Alex Varum
Mr. Jordan Levandoski and Ms. Carolyn Racke
Ms. Katie Levinson
Mr. and Ms. Jeffrey M. MacMillan
Ms. Loren A. Maisels
Ms. Yarden A. Maoz
Mr. Leandro J. Margulis
Mr. Alan Mark and Mr. Jeffrey A. Fraenkel
Ms. Rachel I. Muhlstein
Ms. Judy W. Nadel
Ms. Danielle L. Nash
Mr. Matt A. Oberman
Mr. Igor Patashvili and Ms. Esfir Kopelovich
Dr. Larry Rand and Dr. Jonathan D. Fuchs
Ms. Dana K. Ross
Barbara and Gregory Rosston, Peter Rosston
Aaron and Barbro Sasson
Susan and Barry Scherman
Mr. Andrew H. Senter
Ms. Angela M. Shaeffer, China Shaeffer
Ms. Joya C. Sonnenfeldt
Ms. Julia R. Winkler
Mr. Jonathan A. Wirt

In Memoriam
Fritzi Benesch 
Rochelle Dempsey
David Eckstut 
Sherwood Gerard 
Joan Ilivicky Goldstein
Paul Haidt Felton Kaufmann
Madeleine Kaufmann
Lydia Liberman 

Celebrating a Shehecheyanu Moment?
Congregation Emanu-El is an ever present partner in the transitional 
moments of our members’ lives be it a baby naming or brit milah, bar 
or bat mitzvah, conversion or wedding ceremony, or a recovery from 
illness.  The Temple clergy and staff strive to ensure that each sacred 
‘Shehecheyanu Moment’ is deeply fulfilling and personal.

A donation to the Emanu-El Life-Cycle Fund is a lovely way to mark a 
personal life-cycle experience, to honor friends or family celebrating 
a happy milestone or in gratitude for the services the clergy provide 
during these profound moments.
Donate online at www.emanuelsf.org or call the Development office at  
(415) 750-7554.

Support Us

Why I Have Included The Temple In My Will

Because I’ve been involved with Congregation Emanu-El for many 
years, it’s appropriate that I include the synagogue as one of the 
beneficiaries in my will. 

My connection to Emanu-El began a number of years ago, when I 
attended High Holiday Services as a guest of James Schwabacher, 
Jr. I knew Jimmy through the San Francisco Opera, where I 
produced the company’s radio broadcasts. The broadcasts were 
aired Friday nights, so in many ways, opera was my religion at 
that time. Later, when I became a docent and learned that the 
Opera House was designed by the same architect responsible for 
the plans for Congregation Emanu-El, I realized why I’d felt so “at 
home” in this extraordinary house of worship. It’s also no wonder 
that our classically-trained cantor is one of the main reasons I’m 
committed to Emanu-El!  

When I learned that Rabbis Helen Cohn and Alice Goldfinger 
were leading an all-women’s trip to Israel and Jordan, a friend 
encouraged me to go; we arrived two days after the assassination 
of Yitzhak Rabin.  It was the beginning of an extraordinary journey, 
and the beginning of my connection to Emanu-El. Over the years, 
my ties to the Temple have become stronger and deeper, and 
because it now occupies a very special place in my heart and I wish 
to acknowledge Emanu-El by including it in my estate plan.

           Marilyn Mercur

To include Congregation Emanu-El in your estate plan, please contact the 
Deveopment Office at  (415) 750-7554.

Maxine Long 
Benjamin Perlman 
Gerry Schloss 
Barbara Sherman
Alan Sigel
Eugene Tannen
Dan Williams



Thank you for your support!
Thanks to the following for co-sponsoring recent Oneg Shabbat 
receptions: 

Anonymous sponsors, in honor of Leon Mitchell.

Anais Miodek and Daniel Bowring,  in celebration of their wedding.

Robert Meyer and the Meyer family, in honor of the baby naming of 
Waverly Deborah Meyer. 

In loving memory of Robert Rody, by his family.

The Southern Jews Group, sponsoring the First Friday Taco Truck, in 
loving memory of Jacqui Reed.  

The 2013 Annual Campaign has begun!
Donations to the Annual Giving Campaign enable us to sustain 
our programs and services as dues and fees cover only 60% of 
our budgeted expenses. No matter at what distance you view us, 
Congregation Emanu-El stands out for its superb programs, services, 
and community. 
The following donations were received from August 1 through August 31.
Hatikva - $1,000 through $2,499
Mrs. Adele K. Corvin
Mr. and Ms. Richard Thalheimer

Thank you to all of our donors.  
The following donations were received from August 1 through August 31.

General Fund  - used where the need is greatest at the 
Temple
Andrew and Kathy Barish  Honor of Bradley Barish’s Bar  
    Mitzvah
Mrs. Jane T. Burrows  Yahrzeit of Summer Burrows
Ms. Dana A. Corvin and  Memory of Stanley Reich
Mr. Harris E. Weinberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick G. Dade  Yahrzeit of Eli Seal
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher B. Ehrlich   
Dr. L.R. Felton   Memory of Stanley Reich
Mr. Seymour L. Fried  Yahrzeit of Hermine Jacobs
Mrs. Carlton Glick   Yahrzeits of Rose Glick, Bertram  
    Glick, and Carlton Glick
Mr. and Mrs. Philip M. Graham Yahrzeit of Genevieve Goodman
Glenn Karonsky
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Kaufman Yahrzeit of Cecile Kaufman
Mr. Stuart A. Kogod and 
Ms. Denise E. Garone
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Leiber, Jr. Yahrzeit of Rose Holtz
Fred Levin and Nancy Livingston Yahrzeit of Ben Shenson
Mrs. Frederica L. Lewis  Yahrzeit of Lloyd K. Lloyd
Deborah K. Miller
Mr. M. Laurence Popofsky  Yahrzeit of Linda S. Popofsky
Ms. Paula B. Pretlow  Memory of Jacqueline Reed
Cindy and Chris Redburn
Mr. and Ms. Alan J. Robin  Memory of Bruce Denebeim
Dr. and Mrs. Martin C. Robinson
Mr. Martin Romo and  Honor of Alyssa Romo’s Bat  
Mrs. Leesa Romo    Mitzvah
San Francicsco Association of 
Russian Veterans of WWII
Mr. Martin A. Schainbaum
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Siegel  Yahrzeit of Lawrence Israel
Ms. Phyllis Spandorf  Yahrzeit of Leo Spandorf
Mr. Bruce A. Spiegelman  Yahrzeit of David L. Spiegelman
Judith Stein   Honor of Adam and Rebecca  
    Gardi’s B’nei Mitzvah

Gary Stolzoff and Suzi Alexander
Ms. Joan R. Titus   Yahrzeit of Genevieve Goodman
Ms. Carol D. Vollen  Yahrzeits of Alice Brody and  
    David Brody

Ludwig Altman Organ Fund - provides for music 
programs and maintenance work on the Temple’s organs
Ms. Vera Levi   Honor of Ludwig Altman’s   
    Birthday

Cantor’s Music Fund - supports the Congregation’s music 
programs and is used for charitable giving at the Cantor’s 
discretion 
Ms. Brooke W. Allen  Honor of Nick Rufca and Paul  
    Croce
Ms. Brooke W. Allen  Celebration of Dave and Jamie  
    Allen
Andrew and Kathy Barish  Honor of Bradley Barish’s Bar  
    Mitzvah
Cindy and Peter Barry  Honor of Griffin Barry’s Bar   
    Mitzvah
John and Dena Gardi  Honor of Adam and Rebecca  
    Gardi’s B’nei Mitzvah
Mr. Dave S. Nogradi and  Honor of Marsha Attie
Ms. Aliza M. Sinkinson 
Mr. Martin Romo &   Honor of Alyssa Romo’s Bat  
Mrs. Leesa Romo   Mitzvah
Ms. Sally F. Samuels  Celebration of Arthur Baum
Ms. Phyllis Spandorf  Yahrzeit of Sidney Spandorf
Mr. and Ms. Jeff H. Wartell  Honor of Marsha Attie

Caring Community Fund - supports our Temple families 
by offering care and support to congregants in times of 
need 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Futernick Memory of Marylee Futernick
Mrs. Janet Haas   Memory of Henry Hoexter

Harold Dobbs Early Education Scholarship Fund - 
supports the Temple Emanu-El Preschool and early 
childhood programs 
Ms. Marilyn Dobbs Higuera  Yahrzeit of Harold Dobbs
Mr. and Ms. Alan J. Robin  Memory of Annette Dobbs

Emanu-El Community Service Fund - promotes and 
supports social action and community service program
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bleadon
Mrs. Adele K. Corvin  Memory of Stanley Reich
Mr. and Mrs. Don A. Friend
Mr. Malcolm H. Gissen and 
Ms. Judith Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Kroll  Yahrzeit of Eva Kroll
Jim Kroupa
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard B. Paul Yahrzeit of Sidney J. Small
Estate of Jacqueline Reed  Honor of Rabbi Sydney Mintz
Mr. Aaron J. Severs and 
Ms. Megan E. Lentz
Ms. Phyllis Spandorf  Yahrzeit of Leo Spandorf
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Woolfe  Yahrzeit of Arthur Liebert
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For the Food Pantry - supports the Roosevelt School Food 
Pantry Program. 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Coles   Yahrzeit of Margaret Tregaskis

Emanu-El Life-Cycle Fund - enables all congregants to 
celebrate significant life-cycle milestones, regardless of 
economic circumstances
Mrs. Donna L. Alban
Andrew and Kathy Barish  Honor of Bradley Barish’s Bar  
    Mitzvah
Cindy and Peter Barry  Honor of Griffin Barry’s Bar   
    Mitzvah
Dr. and Mrs. John I. Esterkyn Yahrzeit of Irving Esterkyn
John and Dena Gardi  Honor of Adam and Rebecca  
    Gardi’s B’nei Mitzvah
Ms. Ruth M. Grossman  Memory of Annie Odem Rhodes
Mr. Martin Romo and  Honor of Alyssa Romo’s Bat 
Mrs. Leesa Romo    Mitzvah
Monique Soltani and Mark Erman Honor of Mark Erman &   
    Monique Soltani’s Wedding

Emanu-El Preschool Fund - provides scholarships and 
support for Early Childhood Education Programs
Mr. and Mrs. William Scott  Yahrzeit of Anna B. Ernst

Elizabeth S. & Alvin I. Fine Museum Fund - provides 
for exhibits by Jewish artists and the acquisition and 
preservation of rare documents and objects
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Weil  Memory of Charlotte Katon

Robert C. Levy Prayerbook Fund - provides for the 
purchase of prayerbooks & Torah commentaries.
Ms. Phyllis Spandorf  Yahrzeit of Sideny Spandorf

Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Sponsorship Fund - 
provides for the weekly Shabbat Kiddush and for other 
congregational receptions 
Anonymous (2)    Honor of Leon Mitchell 
Andrew and Kathy Barish  Honor of Bradley Barish’s Bar  
    Mitzvah
Cindy and Peter Barry  Honor of Griffin Barry’s Bar   
    Mitzvah
Ms. Mahdokht Frouzan  Yahrzeit of Mordecai Moallem
John and Dena Gardi  Honor of Adam and Rebecca  
    Gardi’s B’nei Mitzvah
Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Meyer Honor of Waverly D. Meyer’s  
    baby naming
Anais Miodek and Daniel Bowring Honor of their Marriage
Dr. Rebecca G. Piltch  Memory of Jacqui Reed
Liz Rody and Howard Koenig Memory of Robert Rody
Mr. Martin Romo and   Honor of Alyssa Romo’s Bat 
Mrs. Leesa Romo   Mitzvah

Rabbis’ Fund - used for charitable giving at the Rabbis’ 
discretion 
Andrew and Kathy Barish  Honor of Bradley Barish’s Bar  
    Mitzvah
Cindy and Peter Barry  Honor of Griffin Barry’s Bar   
    Mitzvah
Estate of Arthur Z. Cerf
Conrad and Sandra Donner
John and Dena Gardi  Honor of Adam and Rebecca  
    Gardi’s B’nei Mitzvah
Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley   
Mr. Steven Kay   Memory of Donald Seiler
Jacquelyn Nissim
Mrs. Adele Reich   Honor of Rabbi Pearce
Mr. Martin Romo and  Honor of Alyssa Romo’s Bat 
Mrs. Leesa Romo    Mitzvah
Dr. Nina D. Schwartz  Yahrzeit of Ariah Schwartz, M.D.
Ms. Sari Swig   Memory of Martin Swig

Youth Education Fund - provides scholarships and other 
support  for our Youth & Family Education Program 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Burwen Yahrzeit of William Shaer

Youth Education Supplement - donations made in 
addition to Youth and Family Education fees help support 
students in our Youth and Family Education Program.
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Colvin
Mr. and Ms. Josef D. Cooper
Mr. Albert L. Schultz

Other Grants, Bequests, and Gifts
Mr. Roger M. Low   Honor of Congregation Emanu- 
    El staff
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Rosenberg High Holy Day Senior   
    Transportation

Save paper!  Save postage!  Save time!  
Donating online is a quick and easy way to honor or remember friends 
and family or to celebrate a special occasion while supporting your 
synagogue.  Please go to our web-site, click Support Us and follow the 
steps make a credit card gift over our secure server.  Thank you.

Permanent Memorial Book listing and                
Permanent Yahrzeit
Purchasing a Permanent Memorial Book listing is a caring act that will 
ensure that the names of your loved ones are listed in perpetuity in 
the Memorial Book that is distributed annually at Yom Kippur Yitzkor 
Services.  Permanent Yahrzeits, which ensures that your loved ones’ 
names will always be read from the bima at the 5:30 pm Friday Shabbat 
service in observance of the anniversary of their death, are available as 
well.  You may establish either a Permanent Memorial Book Listing or a 
Permanent Yahrzeit with a one-time contribution of $1,800. Or, you may 
establish both with a one-time gift of $3,000.  

Please feel free to contact the Lani Zinn, Director of Development with 
any questions you may have at 
(415) 750-7557.
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THERE ISN’T NOTHING

Rabbi Stephen S. Pearce, PhD

Nihilist Friedrich Nietzsche said that if a human being 
put his ear to the heart of the world and heard the roar 
of existence, the “innumerable shouts of pleasure and woe,” he would surely 
break into a thousand pieces.  Sometimes we are compelled to listen to the 
heart of the world and we crumple under the weight of truly unbearable 
howling sorrows that pierce the silence.  

In his novel, Mortals, Norman Rush called this experience “hellmouth”—“the 
opening up of the mouth of hell right in front of you, without warning and 
through no fault of your own”.  Many of us have tragically and unexpectedly 
seen the maw of hellmouth.  

I arrived at my home in the late evening during the winter of 1980.  The 
phone rang.  “Hello Rabbi.  There has been an accident.  Our 3-year-old son 
disappeared this afternoon and after an exhausting search, was found hours 
later under the ice of a neighbor’s murky, partially-rain-filled swimming pool.  
He is in the ER with a body temperature of 70 degrees and a faint heartbeat.”  
I raced to the hospital and watched Larry’s pediatrician, also a temple 
member, frantically work on trying to maintain his meager life signs and 
warm his limp blue body.  Word of the tragedy spread quickly and friends 
with headlights-in-the-eyes looks gathered in the waiting room, praying, 
crying hugging, giving me plaintive looks as if to say, “Rabbi, do something.”  
I was paralyzed.  Monitors, drips, blankets, live link to Yale New Haven 
hospital specialists, shocked overwhelmed parents, nurses scurrying about, 
orders frantically given. . .  but to no avail, five hours later in the middle of 
that heartless cold winter night, Larry died.  His doctor took his stunned 
parents to see the body of their son in order to say their tearful goodbyes: 
“Larry, I love you, I am sorry.  We will never forget you.  You will always be in 
our hearts.”  Then a nurse pulled a white sheet over the face of this freckled 
red-headed boy and we all stood crying.  

At Larry’s funeral, his father said, “You brightened our lives in so many ways.  
With you, our love for each other and the world expanded.  I believe that you 
were a gift of God and that He let you enrich our lives, enlarge our hearts and 
teach us about fun and humor.”

“A gift of God?”  How could this father mouth those words when God did 
not protect their precious child and seemed so absent, cruel or powerless?  
What parent hasn’t had an instance of comparable terror—momentary 
disappearance that ended when the hiding or wandering child reappeared?  
No one expects an outcome like this one or to have to question what kind of 
God would allow such tragedy to befall a perfectly innocent child.  
This event forced this then bushy-haired young rabbi to confront, as have 
others across time, the problem of theodicy—the impenetrable paradox of 
a good omnipotent God who permits malevolence, an age-old conundrum 
that fills sacred literature.  

God’s fairness is questioned in the Book of Job, the classic story of a righteous 
man who suffered overwhelming loss in spite of his uncompromising 
obedience to God.  Job’s plaintive challenge, “Why do You hide Your face, 
and treat me like an enemy?” (Job 13:24) is echoed elsewhere in the Bible.  
Jeremiah (12:2) asks: “Why does the way of the wicked prosper?  Why are 
the workers of treachery at ease?”  Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, and Psalms all pose 
similar challenges.  None provides a satisfactory answer because if God has 
the power to alleviate suffering and does not, He is cruel; and if He cannot 
alleviate suffering, He is weak.  

The unsolvable enigma of theodicy was framed by third century 
Rabbi Yannai: “It is not in our power to explain either the prosperity 
of the wicked or the afflictions of the righteous” (Avot 4.19).  But 
Archibald MacLeish in his play J.B. is not as lenient when considering 
the unjustified and indefensible suffering of righteous Job.  
MacLeish irately defines the problem of theodicy in a  terse adage: 
“If God is God He is not good, if God is good He is not God. . .”  Such 
questioning is not limited to sacred literature.  For example, Ivan, one 
of Dostoevsky’s Brothers Karamazov, spoke of the Russian nobleman 
whose hunting hound’s paw was injured by an eight-year-old boy 
at play who threw a stone at the animal.  After taking the boy from 
his mother and imprisoning him overnight, the nobleman ordered 
the boy to be stripped naked the next morning.  Shivering in the 
cold, numb with terror, daring not to cry, the boy stood silently as 
the nobleman commanded, “Make him run.”  As the boy ran in terror, 
the nobleman set his whole pack of hounds on the child.  Quickly 
overtaking the terror-stricken child, they tore him to pieces in front of 
his mother.  Karamazov asked the bitter question that is at the heart 
this matter: “What did this child or any child have to do with evil?”  

In all the intervening years since Larry was laid to rest in the cold hard 
ground, I have not advanced an acceptable explanation for tragic 
suffering or untimely death.  None of the many rationalizations is 
satisfying.  So where does this leaves me if God is silent or cruel or weak?  

Some of you gathered here today are reminded of untimely personal 
tragedy; others miss loved ones who lived long lives.  Even if your 
personal belief has been shaken and you do not believe in a capricious 
God whose erratic behavior once confounded, disappointed and 
angered you, you are still here.  You testify that God’s silence cannot 
justify your silence because even in the face of an absent, powerless 
or silent God, your task remains to embrace the prayer book’s fervent 
command:  “Pray as if everything depends on God, act as if everything 
depends on you.”  Even when you cannot feel the hands of God or you 
think there is no God, you choose to be the hands that heal and comfort 
those who have suffered unbearable loss.  Even when you cannot hear 
God’s words or think that God does not address you, you speak up when 
you see others who are assailed by injustice, loss and pain.    
God’s silence does not give any of us permission to be silent and 
cannot excuse our silence.  The Jewish response to numbing tragedy 
is to shatter the silence, to infuse it with both ancient and modern 
words of comfort and hope, courage and determination.  Call it what 
you may, but the inner voice that makes you more human must 
speak through you:
Is this not the fast I have chosen?  To loose the fetters of wickedness 
and undo the bands of the yoke and to let the oppressed go free?  
It is not to share your bread to the hungry, and that you bring the 
homeless poor to your house?  When you see the naked, that you 
clothe them, and that you hide yourself from your own kin?
                    (Isaiah 58:5ff)  

When these words become your own, you can reach out and heal 
and use the power of the memory of those you cherish.  Their love 
that is stronger than death serves and blesses the living.  What I have 
learned over these many years is that even when God seems absent, 
you can support those who are touched by tragedy and heartache as 
Howard Thurman’s (1953) eloquent words suggest:
 I share with you the agony of your grief
 The anguish of your heart finds echo in my own…
 I can but offer what my love does give…
 The warmth of one who seeks to understand
 The silent storm-swept barrenness of so great a loss…

Thurman, Howard (1953).  “For a Time of Sorrow,” in Meditations of the 
Heart.  New York: Harper & Brothers.  

Rabbi’s Message



October Calendar
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

For more information, please call the temple at (415) 751-2535 or visit: www.emanuelsf.org
*(NH) - Not Here, call for details  All programs listed are at Temple Emanu-El unless noted

9:30 am
Bagels and Babies  
5:30 pm  
Service   
6:00 pm  
Simchat Torah 
Celebration Service 
7:00 pm Simchat 
Shabbat Dinner 

9:30 am
Bagels and Babies 
5:30 pm
Shabbat Service
Charles Michael 
Lecture
7:00 pm 
YA Welcome 
Reception
7:30 pm
YA Late  Shabbat 
Service, Charles 
Michael Lecture

9:30 am 
Bagels and Babies
5:30 pm 
Shabbat Service
6:00 pm 
Teen Led Shabbat 
Service 
7:30 pm
Circle Minyan 

9:30 am 
Bagels and Babies
5:30 pm 
Shabbat Service
6:00 pm 
SOMAnu-El Shabbat 
Service  (NH)

9:15 am  
•Shabbos Morning Torah  
Hevra 
•Clergy	led	Torah	Study	
•Family	Torah	Study
10:30 am Shabbat Service  
including Yizkor
•Shabbat	Morning	Minyan	
- Griffin Barry 

9:15 am  
•Shabbos Morning Torah  
Hevra 
•Clergy	led	Torah	Study	
•Family	Torah	Study
10:30 am 
•Shabbat Morning Minyan 
- Lila Harte and Hannah 
Markowitz Meeker
•Shabbat	Morning	Minyan	
- Nadav Shenkar  

9:15 am  
•Shabbos	Morning	Torah		
Hevra In English 
•Clergy	Led		Torah	Study
•Family	Torah	Study
10:30 am
Shabbat Morning Service-
Jacob Nishimura  

9:15 am  
•Shabbos Morning Torah  
Hevra
•Clergy	led	Torah	Study	
•Family	Torah	Study
•Shabbat	Exchange
10:30 am Shabbat 
•Morning	Service	-	Matilde	
Macieira-Kaufmann 
•Shabbat	Morning	Minyan	
Noah and Eli Arrick
12:30 pm Women’s 
Shabbaton (NH)

9:30 am 
Voter 
Progrram 
Learn Basic 
Hebrew
4:00 pm  
Lecture - (NH )
Daniel Landes
5:30 pm
Grandparents’ 
Group

9:30 am  
Men’s Group 
(NH)

Shemini Atzeret 
Simchat Torah 
Office Closed

9:30 am 
Mazel Tots
4:30 pm
Kushner 
On Jewish 
Spirituality 

9:30 am 
Mazel Tots

Sukkot 
Office Closed  

10:00 am
Morning Bridge 

10:00 am
Morning Bridge
7:00 pm 
•An	In-Depth	
Introduction To 
Judaism
•PPP	Sex	&	
Sexuality

10:00 am
Morning Bridge
6:30 pm
AIPAC Event
7:00 pm 
An In Depth 
Introduction To 
Judaism

10:00 am
Morning Bridge

7:00 pm
Tauber Book 
Club

11:30 am 
Flextimers lunch 
and Bay Model 
 (NH)

4:00 pm
First Day  YE
Wednesday 
Torah 

7:00 pm
The Chuppah and 
Beyond

12:00 pm 
Downtown Tauber
All You Need Is Love
7:00 pm 
•The	Early	Prophets
•The	Baal	Shem	Tov	
•The	Joys	of	Yiddish	
Poetry 
•Yesod	Year	1/2	

12:00 pm 
Downtown Tauber 
All You Need Is Love
7:00 pm 
•The	Early	Prophets
•The	Baal	Shem	Tov	
•The	Joys	of	Yiddish	
Poetry 
•Yesod	Year	1/2	
7:15 pm 
Muslim/Jewish/
Christian (NH) 

28 29 30 31 1 2 39:30 am
Bagels and Babies 
5:30 pm
Shabbat Service
6:00 pm First Friday 
Shabbat 
6:45 pm Simchat 
Shabbat Dinner 
7:00 pm Gen E 
Welcome 
Reception 
7:30  pm Contem-
porary Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

9:15 am  
•Shabbos	Morning	Torah		
Hevra In English
•Clergy	led	Torah	Study	
•Family	Torah	Study
•Shabbat	Exchange
10:30 am 
Shabbat Morning Service   
Sydney Ticktin

9:30 am 
Mazel Tots

10:00 am
Morning Bridge
7:00 pm 
An In Depth 
Introduction To 
Judaism

12:00 pm 
Downtown Tauber
All You Need Is Love
7:00 pm 
•The	Early	Prophets
•The	Baal	Shem	Tov	
•The	Joys	of	Yiddish	
Poetry 
•Yesod	Year	1/2	

7:00 pm 
•Chuppah and 
Beyond   
•Tauber	Kevah	
Orientation
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Congregation Emanu-El
Two Lake Street
San Francisco, California 94118

PERIODICAL

Annual Giving
The 2013 Annual Giving Campaign has begun!  Look for 
the Annual Giving Campaign brochure in your mailbox.

Gifts to the Annual Giving Campaign ensure the 
ongoing well-being of our congregation as the Annual 
Giving Campaign serves as a vital funding source 
for the Temple in addition to membership dues and 
fees.  Dollars raised by our Annual Giving Campaign 
enable us to fulfill our mission to advance life-long 
involvement in Judaism by: 

•	 Offering	Jewish	educational	opportunities			
 for all ages, and cultural programs that   
 reinforce the positive elements of Jewish life  
 and history

•	 Connecting	congregants	to	each	other	to		 	
 build community

•	 Providing	inspiring	clergy	and	innovative		 	
 worship  options to nurture and renew our   
 faith

•	 Presenting	a	variety	of	social	justice	action			
 and advocacy in the areas of hunger, literacy  
 and community organizing

•	 Maintaining	and	securing	our	landmark		 	
 buildings  

www.emanuelsf.org/annualgiving


