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Joshua Eli Plaut 
 
 
“With humor and insight Rabbi Joshua Plaut, Ph.D., recounts the meaning of Christmas to 
American Jews. This ‘only in America’ account should be read by Jews and non-Jews alike but 
especially by those of us who have always felt a little bit guilty for enjoying Christmas.” 

—Alan Dershowitz, professor of law, Harvard University 
 
“A Kosher Christmas is a richly amusing, well-researched present to American Jews, allowing 
them to wear their new cashmere sweaters to Chinese restaurants on Christmas Day without 
being racked by religious guilt.” 

—Robert Brustein, playwright, theater critic, and recipient of the  
2010 National Medal of Arts 

 
“Christmas is our only national holiday founded on religious beliefs, and Plaut, a rabbi and 
Jewish studies scholar, describes the multitude of creative rituals, activities, and responses 
Jews have developed to counteract feelings of marginalization and 'transform Christmastime 
into a holiday season belonging to all Americans.' Plaut offers a quirky, provocative, yet solid 
study of contemporary Jewish behavior and emerging new forms of popular culture.” 

—Publishers Weekly 
  

Christmas is not everybody’s favorite holiday. Historically, Jews in America, whether 

participating in or refraining from recognizing Christmas, have devised a multitude of unique 

strategies to respond to the holiday season. A KOSHER CHRISTMAS: ‘Tis the Season to Be 

Jewish (paper $22.95, 978-0-8135-5380-1, October 24, 2012), by Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, PhD, 

is the first book on Jews and Christmas in America. It portrays how Jews are shaping the public 

and private character of Christmas by transforming December into a joyous holiday season 

belonging to all Americans. 

 

Creative and innovative in approaching the holiday season, these responses range from 

transforming Hanukkah into the Jewish Christmas, creating a national Jewish tradition of 

patronizing Chinese restaurants and comedy shows on Christmas Eve, volunteering at shelters  
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and soup kitchens on Christmas Day, campaigning to institute Hanukkah postal stamps, and 

blending holiday traditions into an interfaith hybrid celebration called “Chrismukkah” or 

participating in a secularized holiday such as Festivus. 

 

Through these venerated traditions and alternative Christmastime rituals, Jews publicly assert 

and proudly proclaim their Jewish and American identities to fashion a universally shared 

message of joy and hope for the holiday season. 

About the author: 
JOSHUA ELI PLAUT, an ordained rabbi, holds a Ph.D. in Hebrew and Judaic Studies. He is the 
author of Greek Jewry in the Twentieth Century, 1913–1983 and has documented Jewish life 
and popular culture through photography, oral history, and ethnography. 
 

A KOSHER CHRISTMAS partial event schedule 
 

Congregation Beth Israel, Houston TX, October 11 
Congregation Emanu-El, San Francisco, CA, October 12 

Litquake Literary, Berekely, CA, October 13 
Peninsula Temple, Burlingame, CA, October 14 
Jewish Museum, New York, NY, November 5, 

Metropolitan Synagogue, New York, NY, November 30 
Wilshire Blvd. Temple, Los Angeles, CA, December 16 

JCC, Washington, DC, December 17 
Museum of the Jewish Heritage, New York, NY, December 19 
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